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DECORATION IN BURIAL. 



T~l MOST remarkable display of decorative 
Y* designs in caskets and cases for burial has 
recently been given in this city at the Convention 
of Undertakers which met at one of the prominent 
hotels. Nothing whatever which should apper- 
tain to the funeral pageant was lacking in this 
most exceptional exhibition of the newest ideas in 
elegant and refined undertaking. 

Specimen cases of the richest description, 
duplicates of those which have only been made to 
order, were ranged around an immense room, and 
could be likened to nothing less than jewel cases 
of gigantic dimensions. 

With considerable sentiment the New York and 
Brooklyn Casket Co. had evidently designed each 
case for its appropriate occasion, and perhaps the 
most exquisite conception was a beautiful oval- 
shaped casket suitable for a young bride or per- 
haps "a sweet girl graduate" in her virgin robes, 
for alas ! it is not always the old who pass away. 
This was of white satin both outside and inside, 
and was puffed into what is called an elongated 
pattern, done by hand, so that it stands out in 
richest embroidery, as it were, which still cannot 



many other cares attendant on the occasion, that 
they do not sufficiently inquire and be assured 
that the wood and metal work of a casket are 
strong, perfect, and excellent in keeping with the 
richness of the outer covering. It is, then, a 
manifest relief and satisfaction to know that this 
business, at least, is materially free from such de- 
ception, and that sham and fraud are beneath 
the dignity of such a calling. 

Black walnut, as fine and as well selected as 
for a piano, are the solid basis of these cloths and 
satins. 

A royal purple casket of the heaviest Geneva 
velvet occupied one side of the apartment and 
was lined with that delicate yellow shade of cream 
satin, while another of white cashmere, draped in 
heavy folds, hanging in half moons and caught at 
every interval with splendid white silk tassels, 
each draping being trimmed with a narrow silk 
fringe, gave the appearance of a casket of pearls 
with its laces and embroideries on the crescent- 
shaped pillow and its delicate wreaths of fleecy 
fringes and fluted edges. 

In contradistinction to these pure white and 
cream caskets were those of broad cloth almost 
beyond price for beauty of finish and texture, 
black velvet a queen might desire for her toilette 



delicate decorative art in making the last resting 
place truly "a home beautiful." 

A magnificent floral display was a notable 
addition to this exhibition. Wreaths, pieces and 
emblems, of superb hot-house blossoms were 
furnished by the well-known Le Moult, whose 
original designs in flowers have become a standard 
reputation. Not the least attractive were wreaths 
and crosses of roses and violets, which were so 
natural as to deceive the eyes, and only the touch 
could discover that they were metallic. Le Moult 
had recently imported these new cemetery decora- 
tions from Paris, and as they cannot be broken or 
injured by water or weather, doubtless they will 
become very much used for open air ornamenta- 
tion. 



Photography has become an art, the day of 
the conventional pose and forbidding costume is 
past, and the photographer of the present must 
be an artist if he wishes to be successful. Refine- 
ment has progressed with the masses, and the 
ordinary judgment of a decade since has developed 
into a discriminating taste to-day. So- we 
gladly welcome any accessions to the photographic 
business J when ''^ those accessions come from the 




be crushed. The designer, Mr. H. P. Quint, has 
certainly obtained a lasting honor in his work, 
since it is original in every respect. The lining of 
this oval jewel box presented a decoration inside 
the cover in a circular shaped medallion of white 
satin embroidered with snowy roses. 

Several equally exquisite cases for children 
were puffed inside and out with the finest satin, 
edged and outlined with most delicate shades of 
silk plush, pink, blue and cream, and every 
particle of the necessary metal work was complete- 
ly hidden by satin bands, even the tiny lock 
which was set deep in the thick soft fabric. To 
lay the baby face and beloved form in cases like 
these, in which not one suggestion of the old 
horrifying coffin shape or material is visible, 
where refinement and luxury have toned down 
each appurtenance to so delicate a point, that 
nothing can possibly shock the feelings or dis- 
please the taste, is certainly to have reached the 
acme of consideration, while it gratifies every in- 
stinct of a bereaved heart to do all that can 
possibly be done towards committing the sacred 
body with respect and honor to mother earth. 

It is often the case that when persons order 
the last "trappings of woe," that in the distrac- 
tion of their grief, the short time allowed and the 



DESIGN FOR CEILING DECORATION, BY R. GUASTAVINO. 

and each in such perfect adaptation to its in- 
tended use, with the graceful and artistic drapings 
on the outside, as to suggest the idea of most 
unusual grandeur in obsequy and ritual. 

A state casket was of sombre black cloth, so 
arranged with a round smooth top and draped 
sides with the ends so finished as to give a most 
massive and solid appearance to the drapery and 
tassels, was simply imposing, suggesting a solem- 
nity and depth of feeling which instantly carried 
the mind back to when those grand ceremonies 
occurred which paid the last tribute to such great 
men and heroes as Abraham Lincoln and James 
A. Garfield, and this singular exhibition could not 
fail to impress the imagination and profoundly 
touch the humanity of the observer in its mute 
assurance of the inevitable fate awaiting all, from 
laughing childhood to gray old age. 

Yet so perfectly have these modern inventions, 
— graduating even to the polished glass which 
covers the face and smoothing the edge instead of 
binding it, thus making its withdrawal almost 
invisible to the sad and yearning eyes that hate 
the slightest obstruction, — removed all that can in 
any way add to the torture of most sensitive 
nerves, that nothing remains but a solemn satis- 
faction in having gained the alliance of the most 
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ranks of the artistically inclined and the artistic- 
ally educated. 

Two friends of ours, Messrs. Joergens & Howe, 
both artists in every sense, have taken advantage 
of this desire of the people for novelty in the 
beautiful, and have established what might very 
properly be termed an "artistic photograph 
gallery," where a person who wishes to have a 
picture will be made to look like himself (or her- 
self) or better. With all the reputation that many 
long-established photographers have, and despite 
the large prices they charge, they turn out some 
atrocious work. Young and new men are rapidly 
taking the place of those^ who will not keep up 
with the popular taste or don't precede it. We 
cheerfully make this reference to Joergens & Rowe, 
for we consider an effort such as they are engaged 
in one to be encouraged. 



It is strange why peacocks should be con- 
sidered birds of ill omen, unlucky for those who 
possess them. Stuffed peacocks especially are 
regarded by the superstitious as ornaments to be 
shunned. 

Coilkd cobras (carved) have been introduced 
as table supports. 



